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SUB J : PROGRESS IN MINESWEEPING OF NORTH VIETNAMESE PORTS AND WATERS 

HEREWITH REPEAT OF AMEMB CANBERRA MSG 3866 ACTION AMEMB SAIGON 
FOR ACTION AND INFO QUOTE 

1. GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRALIA HAS ANNOUNCED THAT FIRST 
CHARGE D' AFFAIRES IN HANOI, BRUCE WOODBERRY, WILL ARRIVE 
IN NORTH VIETNAM JULY 28 ON AEROFLOT FLIGHT FROM 
VIENTIANE. DEPT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PRESENTLY CON 
SIDERING WHETHER TO SEND IN SUPPLIES AND FURNITURE 
FOR AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY HANOI BY AIR OR BY SEA. WOODBERRY 
ASKED EMBASSY JULY 12 WHETHER MINESWEEPING OPERATIONS 
FAR ENOUGH ADVANCED TO PERMIT EARLY SHIPMENT OF EQUIPMENT 
BY SEA. IF MINESWEEPING STILL NOT COMPLETED OR IF ONLY 
NARROW CHANNELS NOW CLEAR. RESULTING IN EXTENDED DELAYS 
IN SHIPPING IN EMBASSY SUPPLIES. AUSTRALIANS WILL SHIP 
THEM IN BY AIR. WOULD APPRECIATE ADVISE ON MATTER. 
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